aBRidged MinUtes of Meetings of tHe BoaRd of diRectoRs
The Board of Directors meetings were held between 0805 and 1634 on 12 June 2015 and between 1802 and 1908 on 15 June 2015. Meetings were attended by 28 Officers and Directors and 10 invited guests and 24 Officers and Directors and 6 invited guests, respectively. Reports from the President, the SecretaryTreasurer, the Trustees, and the Publications Advisory Board were read, accepted, or otherwise acted upon.
Actions of interest to the membership were: announcement by the Secretary-Treasurer that we have 2,056 members (including 1,168 Annual, 705 Life, 60 Patron, 107 Emeritus, and 16 Honorary Members) and that active subscriptions to the Journal of Mammalogy totaled 255; recommendation of 262 additional nominees for membership from 2014 and 237 new nominees thus far in 2015, and termination of 484 individuals; announcement that there were 33 members who reinstated membership, 0 resignations, and 1 death in 2015; notification that in 2014 the Future Mammalogists Fund received contributions of $11,227, the Latin American Student Field Research Fund took in $975, the African Student Fund $7,405, the Oliver Pearson Fund received $600, the ASM Century Club Fund received $1,400, and the ASM General Contribution Fund received $507.50; notice from the Trustees that the value of the Society's net reserve principle was $4,455,932.38 as of 31 December 2014 and the value of the Society's Pooled Income Fund was $62,891.00 as of 31 December 2014; election of Phil Sudman to a 3-year term as a Trustee for the Society; thanks to outgoing Associate Editors Suzanne Prange and Ryan Norris and the appointment of 2 new Associate Editors Ricardo Moratelli and Eric Gese for the Journal of Mammalogy; reappointment of Joe Merritt to continue in the role of Journal Editor; the appointment of Christi Classi to a 5-year contract for membership management of ASM; and a reduction of student online only membership fees to $25/student annually.
The following budget for general expenses in 2016 was adopted: $53,900.00 for ASM committees (include the Program Committee); $1,000 for support of the Secretary-Treasurer's office and a $2,000 honorarium to the Secretary-Treasurer; $95,750 for editorial honoraria and publication expenses; $55,000 for Financial Management and Online Member Services; $56,200 for Grants-in-Aid; $24,800 for Student Honoraria and Travel Awards; $7,500 for Latin American Student Research Awards; $7,500 for the ASM Graduate Fellowship Award; $7,000 for the Oliver P. Pearson Award; $4,500 for the ASM-AIBS Public Policy Program; $1,550 for the C. Hart Merriam Award, $1,800 for the Aldo Leopold Award; $1,800 for the William T. Hornaday Award; $1,850 for Grinnell Award; $300 for Jackson Award; $250 AAZN dues; $250 AIBS dues; $100 for NSCA dues; $1,000 to send a representative to the SCAW and PRIM&R meetings; $800 for contingency travel to NSF; $2,250 for AAALAC dues; $100 for sending a representative to the AALAC meetings; $1,200 indemnity and liability insurance; $10,000 for audit and tax preparation and $3,800 for bank fees; and $5,000 President's contingency fund. A transfer of $74,032 from the Reserve Fund brought the estimated expenses and income both to $383,850.00. The following resolution was adopted:
Host ResolUtion foR tHe ninety-foURtH annUal Meeting of tHe aMeRican society of MaMMalogists WHEREAS, with the Oxford University Press increase in journal pages from 1,600 to 2,000, along with the input from virtually everyone at the meeting, the Resolutions Committee feels almost obliged to help fill many of those 400 pages with the Host Resolution; (we accept the challenge!); and WHEREAS, in order to successfully deal with any chocolate, rhubarb, or spinach oxalates in our food, everyone here tonight has been subject in their dinner to complimentary "my new woodrat gut"-(SURPRISE!!!); and WHEREAS, the main session room was so cavernous that binoculars and NSA-approved listening devices were required for attendees sitting anywhere behind the 10th row; and WHEREAS, the Resolutions Committee just spent the past 36 h searching membership lists everywhere for a Dr. Al Jackson; so far, no luck; (we'll keep looking) (if by chance Dr. Al Jackson shows up, please have him contact the Resolutions Committee); and WHEREAS, the content and context of the meeting was comprised of so many new attendees and so many new experimental designs, which means that the ASM has a most brilliant future; and WHEREAS, the picnic line was as long as the St. John's River, which is 310 miles long; and WHEREAS, a slow buffet line is quickly forgiven when the beer menu has 8 pages and drinks come with the registration; and WHEREAS, students appreciate the lesson about the value of larder hoarding stimulated by serving only nuts and popcorn at the student mixer; and WHEREAS, it is NOT true that all Florida computer search engines were down due to state employees doing synonym searches for "climate change"; and WHEREAS, we found out from Janet Rachlow about a new trend in the conservation of words at a talk-rabbit habitat is now "rabbitat"; and WHEREAS, an invitation for collaborative work with Denise Dearing could result in a fecal transfer with one of your colleagues; and WHEREAS, we learned from our Grinnell Award winners that teaching is a desert wasteland in the Western Hemisphere; and WHEREAS, we learned from our 2014 Grinnell Award recipient, Troy Best, that male lesser prairie chickens on leks will need to be equipped with mini-megaphones and larger drums so that the females will hear them do their thing; and WHEREAS, Link Olson got elected to the Board in absentia because of his keen recognition that a tenrec is better than a ninerec; and WHEREAS, the Symposium on Caribbean Mammals taught us about the amazing diversity and uniqueness of the mammalian fauna of the Caribbean but reminded us of the severe threats they face today; and WHEREAS, we found out that sciurids now participate in the X-game sports cannon jumping and ultimate mirror fighting; and WHEREAS, hearty congratulations to the new auctioneering crew on their successful initial endeavor of raising $3,600 for the Future Mammalogists Fund; and WHEREAS, the run for research was ended abruptly so that participants would not develop stereotypic behavior on the Main St. bridge; and WHEREAS, we learned from our 2014 Leopold Award winner Larry Heaney the culinary sophistication of Rhyncomys demanding only an oligochaete diet and were inspired by the sanitary soil cleaning of their main course; and WHEREAS, the Program Committee, recognizing the President Lacey's cryptic plea for assistance, scheduled a workshop for next year's meeting at UMN, which will provide a crash course in social media, especially twitting, twittering, tweetering, or whatever it is; and WHEREAS, oh, for Paenungulate sake, doesn't anyone in Florida know that manatees have nails on their flippers, said the elephant to the hyrax?; and WHEREAS, genetics, genomics, and DNA viruses are now infecting everything; and WHEREAS, lack of auditory acuity in the main session room resulted in an exciting new ASM sport, the 4 × 100 question relay; and WHEREAS, long-term strategic planning by the Program Committee resulted in a parallel meeting with the Florida beach party convention; and WHEREAS, as part of a secret Hyatt Hotel experiment, corticosteroid levels of attendees were challenged with the use of sudden sounds of jet engine-mimicking toilet flushes; and WHEREAS, despite the claims by Nobel Prize Laureate Tim Hunt, none of the 1st plenary session speakers cried while answering questions nor were distracting to the audience; and WHEREAS, ASM Board candidates initiated Super PACs with a propaganda blitz for their primary election; and WHEREAS, to our delight, meeting attendees found out that the Jacksonville Landing was the location of our Irish Brew Pub picnic and not the local airport; and WHEREAS, the African Graduate Student Research Fund Committee proposed a crowd-sourcing scheme for fund raising, and it was approved by the Board without 3 quarters of the members even knowing what crowd-sourcing was; and WHEREAS, the use of a picnic population model was found to be excellent at demonstrating an overpopulation event; and WHEREAS, a Courthouse Annex and a half-dozen bail bondsmen within a 2-block radius of our hotel-is someone trying to tell us something?; and WHEREAS, the Marine Mammal Committee was quite pleased that the local brewery offerings including Mad Manatee IPA and Killer Whale Cream Ale; and WHEREAS, ASM attendees were quite pleased to enjoy the presence of Joe Merritt at the meeting for twice the length of his usual stay; and WHEREAS, just how many ASM officers does it take to pull up a PowerPoint slide at the Members Meeting?; and WHEREAS, at the Board Meeting, it was revealed that Eileen Lacey and Bob Sikes truly are lumpers, and not splitters, when they proposed that the 31 ASM named committees be lumped into only 3 committees, of which one of these must be the beer committee, right?; and WHEREAS, the ASM added a new student award, the James L. Patton Award, a well-deserved honor for a most esteemed colleague; and WHEREAS, we found out that Barbara Blake just might not believe in the adage "do as I say, not as I do"; it makes us think that she is our beloved, never shy den mother for a large troop of mammal scouts; and WHEREAS, the Tomahawk Trap representative at the meeting literally has been inundated with requests for reinforced new traps for field sampling of zombeavers, giant Lepus, and killer squirrels we may encounter in Idaho in 2017; and WHEREAS, the Advanced Tools for Collection-Based Mammalogy Symposium illustrated to us the incredible importance of museum collections for research, as well as the everincreasing threats they face; and WHEREAS, program inflation has resulted in 4 concurrent sessions at the meeting; if this continues, will we need to call the Federal Reserve for advice?; and WHEREAS, our Capstone speaker Wayne Clough reminded us that human impacts on the Earth are substantial indeed; however, the Smithsonian Institution and other entities are working hard on numerous fronts for improved sustainability, education/outreach, and conservation; and WHEREAS, picnic attendees appreciated the salute to Johnny Cash, but conversations were drowned out by the surreal experience of giga-decibels; and WHEREAS, Larry Heaney's early attic experience at the Smithsonian with an asbestos shower gave him a never gray but instantly white pelage before age 21; and WHEREAS, the inaugural ASM Town Hall meeting revealed that the most redeeming value to ASM membership and its annual meetings is that you are always in the company of friends; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the American Society of Mammalogists, meeting at their 95th annual meeting in Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, Jacksonville, Florida, 12-16 June 2015, graciously thank our Program Committee, the K-State Conference Services, and the hospitality of the Hyatt staff and the entire Gator State for a thoroughly enjoyable meeting with stimulating sessions and socials, abundant food, drink, sunshine, and humidity, and amazing views of dolphins and manatees right out our front door.
